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Imperial County is located in the southeast conieZalifornia, east of San Diego County and
south of Riverside County. The Colorado River fetime eastern boundary of Imperial and
the Arizona-California Border, and the southerndeoiis shared with Mexicb.The region
spans 4,174.73 square mifes| Centro (population 37,835), Calexico (populaty,109),

and Brawley (population 22,052) are the county'strpopulated citied.

Demographics

« The total population of Imperial County in 2010 vias},528"

» There has been a 22.6% population change in Imgaoianty from 2000-2010. In
comparison, California's population changed 10%nduthe same time period.

 Foreign-born residents make up 29.6% of the pojonaB8.8% of those residents are
naturalized U.S. citizens and 61.2% do not have tlt&en status

* Residents of Hispanic or Latino origin comprise480.of the population, 13.7% are
Caucasian, 2.9% are African American, 0.9% are Acaarindian and Alaska Natiyand
1.3% are Asiar.

 Of residents over 25, 21.1% of the population regh school degree, 10.2% have a
Bachelor's degree, and 4.6% have a graduate aegsiohal degre®.

» Residents living in a family household make up ¥8af the population. The average
household size is 3.34 occupants, and the aveamgiéyfsize is 3.76 peopl@.

« The median household income is $37,946/ Yeard 36.9% of the population lives on a
household income of less than $25,000 per y&ar.

» There are 35,368 residents (22.8% of populatimmdiin poverty, including 29.4% of the
population under the age of 18.

Employment

» As of May 2011, the labor force of Imperial Couigy’5,000; 54,200 are employed and
20,700 are unemployed. The county unemploymentsa@.7%: the highest in
California”.

. iAt tqse peak of recession (2008-2009), employmeuit Bosharp decline and 1,300 jobs were
ost:

» Occupations with the fastest job growth are MoEitgiipment Mechanics (projected 85.7%
job growth between 2008-2018); Home Health Aideshmics (projected 46.7% job
growth); and Purchasing Agents (projected 33.3%gjmlwth).*®

» The principal labor markets of 2010 were farming,$00 employed); trade, transportation
and utilities (10,200 employed); and retail tra8& (0 employed).’

« 44,600 of those employed in Imperial County are legrgdl by nonfarm industri?

« 16.5% of businesses are Hispanic-owned (2087).




Industry

» There are six principle business sectors in Imp&uaainty. They are Manufacturing (3,934
employees); Food Manufacturing (1,512 employeesg)jchlture, Forestry, Fishing, &
Hunting (1,475 employees); Support Activities fagrieulture and Forestry (1,475
employees); and Support Activities for Crop Proihrc(1,475 employees)’

* Projected economic growth from 2010 to 2015 is %brétail sales growth, 15.1% personal
income growth, and 8.6% job growt.

Nonfarm Industry In I mperial County

Imperial County (2008) California (2008)
Private nonfarm 2,477 879,025
establishments
Private nonfarm employment 33,906 13,742,925
Private nonfarm employment 33.7% 6.7%

(% change 2000-2008)

Non-employer 10,129 2,688,453
Establishments

% Sourcehttp://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/06/06025. ht

Real Estate

* There are 49,126 occupied housing units in Imp&ainty, 55.9% of which are owner-
occupied and 44.1% are renter occupfd.

» 25.1% of owner-occupied housing units without atgege spend $250 or less in monthly
housing costé?

« The homeownership rate from 2005-2009 was 56.6%f¢@da's average is 57.9%).

« The median price of existing homes sold in Jan@afl was $513,466°

* Of the population living on less than $20,000 peatry 12% spend 30% or more of their
income on housing costs.

Infrastructure

» The major transportation routes in Imperial Couwsnty Interstate 8 (traverses Imperial
County connecting San Diego to Arizona and beyamdisg as an important route for
goods, services, and people), State Route 7 (tlyenorth/ south roadway connector to the
Calexico East POE, that processed virtually athefcommercial goods movement through
the international border), and State Route 78 énses Imperial County connecting San
Diego to the Arizona border; the only east/ weghhiay alternative to 1-8}°

« The Colorado River is the only source of waterifdgation and domestic usés.

» About one third of Colorado River water that corteethe Imperial Valley ends up in the
Salton Sea as drainage water. This drainage watexdessary to ensure that there is a
uniform application of water in fields as well asrhaintain soil salinity®

» The Bureau of Land Management has received 163catiphs to build solar and wind
projects on 1.6 million acres of federal land ifdifdenia, almost all of which are planned
for the Imperial Valley and the desert region narthhe Valley. Untapped geothermal
power in Imperial County is capable of powering #lion homes3*
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