AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 19, 2021

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2021—22 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 630

Introduced by Assembly Member Arambula

February 12, 2021

An act to add Article 9 (commencing with Section—32100-80)
12100.100) to Chapter 1.6 of Part 2 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code, relating to economic development.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 630, asamended, Arambula. Online Jobs and Economic Support
Resource Grant Program.

Existing law, the Economic Revitalization Act, establishes the
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development, also known
as “GO-Biz,” in state government within the Governor’s office under
the control of a director. The act requires GO-Biz to serve as the
Governor’s lead entity for economic strategy and the marketing of
California on issues relating to business development, private sector
investment, and economic growth.

This bill would establish the Online Jobs and Economic Support
Resource Grant Program within GO-Biz for the purpose of supporting

mcluswe cross-jurlsdlctlonal and mnovatlve—pree%tha&—lead—te

aqekeeenemwreeeveﬁh&rppelﬁt— online pl atformsthat support jOb and

earning opportunities and economic recovery with a strong focus on
underserved and economically challenged communities.

Thls b||| Would reqwre—GG—B1—z—t&de¢e+ep—aHd—Hﬂpremem—a—pfeeeﬁ
deﬁmean dlglbleappllcantasmemmeplat#emﬁhat—pre\ﬁd&e&fppeﬂ
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mai ntenance of an online platform that connects users with economic
opportunities, training programs, and services. The bill would require
GO-Biz, upon appropriation of funds by the Legidlature, to issue grants
to qualified online platforms based on a process for the awarding of
competitive grants to eligible appllcants that reqw res submlsson of a
proposal narrative,
ecenemiealty tmpaeted-Catitoratans; a proposed budget and apropO%d
impact assessment and timeline that includes progress reports and final
deliverables. The bill would require grant reci pientsto submit an annual
report to GO-Biz on how it used the grant funding that it was issued.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.

State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legidature finds and declares all of the
following:

(d) New,—merethan-ever—As we recover from the COVID-19
pandemic, Californiansneed aclear, accessibletool to help access
information and resources that will help them remain on their feet
during atime of unfathomable economic uncertainty.

(b) Growing inequality, which disproportionately impacts
communities of color, and the erosion of upward mobility in
California, call for state policy to be intensely focused on
mcreas ng economic opportunlty and securlty for all Cd |forn| ans.
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16  (c) Communitiesof color arebeing hit hardest by the COVID-19
17 pandemic caused by COVID-19. Studies show persons in
18 communities of color are contracting the virus at much greater
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rates and also being hit hardest by the economic falout and

98



(d) Disparities in the economic toll nationally were nearly
immediate in the spring of 2020. In May, the numberswere aready
dire. A report by the United States Department of Labor reveaed
that while the unemployment rate for Whites reached 14.2 percent
in April, ahistoric high, 16.7 percent of African Americans were
out of work and the unemployment rate among L atinos soared to
18.9 percent, the highest on record.

heatl L socidl e

(e) Snce beginning to rise from the depth of the pandemic,
recovery has not been equal for all, with the racial employment
gap widening. Data from the United States Bureau of Labor
Satistics show that while the unemployment rate for Whites 16
years of age and older has fallen to 5.8 percent, unemployment
rates for African American and Latinos are at 9.9 percent and 8.7
percent, respectively.

NO
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() No matter when a declaration of recovery ismade, therealty
isthat it will be a recovery for the most privileged two-thirds of
peoplein the United Sates.

s

(g) There is an urgent need to create pathways for the state,
private business, philanthropic organizations, and others to
financially support inclusive planning and decisionmaking
processes reflective of ashared vision of aCaliforniafor all, across
the state’s underserved regions for investment.

12100-81—

SEC. 2. Article 9 (commencing with Section 12100.100) is
added to Chapter 1.6 of Part 2 of Divison 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code, to read:
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Article9. Online Jobs and Economic Support Resource Grant
Program

12100.100. (a) There is hereby created, in the Governor’'s
Office of Business and Economic Development, the Online Jobs
and Economic Support Resource Grant Program for the purpose
of supportl ng |ncI usve cross-jurlsdlctlonal and mnovatlve

eaﬁ%ngs—eppeﬁuﬂ&m—and—eeeﬁenm&meevew onllne pl atforms

that support job and ear nings opportunities and economic recovery
with a strong focus on underserved and economically challenged
communities.

(b) Thegoalsof the program areto achieveall of thefollowing:

(1) Supportreseureesandtoslsthat-assist Californiansimpacted
by job loss due to COVID-19 and shorten the overall average
period of unemployment statewide.

(2) Provide pathways to rapid redeployment of workers to
needed industries and reskilling of workersto help offset theimpact
of worker displacement.

(3) Uplift Californians and-serveasatoeel-to aid in the economic
recovery of the-State state and+e increase the economic mobility
of workersin the lower one-third of earners.

1216082

12100.101. An-entineptatferm-shalbe-an eligible applicant
H—the-enline—platform—meets shall meet all of the following
reguirements:

() HasaArobust, targeted outreach plan to ensure amplification
ef of, and accesste to, the online platform by communities hardest
hit by job loss amidst the pandemic, including minorities and
economically-ehaHenged disadvantaged Californians.

(b) Experience serving under-represented and under-served
populations.

(c) Call aborate Wlth stakehol ders and partners across Cdifornia

ﬁrat#emq—‘Fh@e—melﬂde—bu{—aFe mcludmg, but not I|m|ted to,

regional workforce boards, appropriate state agencies, and
statewide training providers.
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(d) Maintain an online platform that shall, at a minimum:

(1) Contain search functionsto connect userswith the following:

(A) Economic opportunities, prioritizing high-road, high-quality
jobs.

(B) Training programs that offer the ability to develop new
skills and to expand on existing skills.

(C) Essential life services, including free or reduced cost
services for medical care, food, shelter, and child care.

(2) Beableto servethe entire state.

(3) Comply with California privacy laws.

121006:83:

12100.102. The office shall develop and implement a process

to award competitive grants to eligible applicants that meet the
requirementspursdantte of thisarticle. At aminimum, the process

shall-meet—aH—of—the—feHowing—conditions: require eligible
applicantsto prow ide all of the foIIovw ng

(b) A pro_posed bu_dget

(c) A proposed impact assessment and timeline, including
progress reports and final deliverables.

12100.103. A grant recipient shall be required to submit an
annual report to the office on how it used the grant funding it was
issued that includes all of the following:

(@ The number of individuals who used the online platform.

(b) A description of the resources created to support job and
earning opportunities, training sessions, and support services.

(c) Aggregate demographic data on the program’s users
amongst under-served and under-represented communities,
including users from disadvantaged and severely disadvantaged
communities.

12100:84

12100.104. Upon appropriation of funds by the Legislatureto
the office for the purpose of implementing this article, the office

shall make grants to qualified—entine—platferms applicants
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1 consistent with Section32100-83- 12100.102. The office shall post

2 notice of the appropriation on the home page of itsinternet website
3 and send notice of the appropriation to thethe L egidative Counsel.
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